| BUGS ON THE TRACK.

They Swarm in & Quarry and Stop
a Locomotive.

Thousands of the Insccts Crushed Be-
ueath the Iron Whoeols with ale=
™~ _ ports Resemlling Lx-
ploding Torjedoos. *

Sautheast of Brizhton Corners on the
Lackowanna roilroad are extensive
limestone guarries which have been ia
operatign for macy jears anmd lhave
penetrated deeply into the rock, says a
Syracuse correspondent of the New
York Tribunc. Through the cut thus
made and into the quarries a brooch
track has boeen laid from the Lacla-
wanna road for the houliny of the
hewn stone. Nizht worl being necos-
sary a large part of the time, anarc
light has been placed high over the
track of the dorleest part of the cut.
Several cars were loaded for shipment
and left on the switch pending the
observanee of Memorial day. At nirht,
in preparationfor drowing the cars ozt,
the eleetric light was put in and on
engine with the neecssary erew left the
city for the guarries. What was the
surprise of all hands upon reaching the
scene of operations to find the track
beneath the cleetrie licht completely
thronpged st strangoe insccts of great
size, some of them lying perfectiy still in
buanches and some of them playing a sort
of leap-frog rame. Theycovered aspace
of not less than sixty fect along the
tracks,though toward cither boundary of
the occupied territory they grew fower,
as the rays of light began to grow dim-
mer. These pickets, or shirmishers,
were one and all of a most Evely dispo-
sition, and ran over the ground with
that lightninglike rapidity which char-
neterized the movements of the eloctric
light bags that mads their appearance
all over the conntry socn after the sys-
tem of electric lighting became of gen-
eral adoption in citics,

The locomotive continued on its way,
aad as the drivers rolled over the in-
socts the inscets died with a erneliling
sound like the snecessive explosions of
toy torpedocs. Buat this was at the be-
ginning of the swerm. As the iron
monster plowed its way along the bugs
became more numerons and the erack-
ling grew to a monotopous din, as
though some firceracker storchonse had
been touched off in a hundred places,
until in the thick of the swarm the en-
gine was brought to a stop, the drivers
refusing to eatch on the now slippery
ralls, groased by the crushed and
slanghtered bugs. An examination of
the inscots showed a resemblance to the
eleetric-licht bug, thongh they arc
somewhat lerger than those bugs, the
outer shell of the back Leing about the
size and shape of half a shanghai-epg
shell. It was this turtle-like armor
with which the insects are equipped

that made the crackling sonnd as the |

wheels passed over them.  The shell is
black and partukes of the nature of

stone, having a nlutey strocture and |

being brittle. This property of the
shell sct the more thouglitful peeple to
thinking and observing, and after o
time search along tho sides of the cut
revealed innumerable small holes in the
rock, which secmed to bove been bored
into i{ by some agency not that of mun,
and In them were traces of a pecalior
ovula some hatehed and some apparent~
Iy blighted.  An erudite recluse whose
abode is in the ncighborhood of the
quarrics had by this time appeared, for
news of the strange oceurrence had
spread rapidly. Ilis opinion was that
the buygrs that blocked the track wore
the issne of a rase spociesof lithodome, a
rock-boring mollnsk-—crossed with some
kind of predatory insect, To sceure
the shipment of the freight it beenme
necessary to lot the loaded frain from
above in the quarry come down the
grade of the cut. Gathering momentum

all the time, its impotus when it came |

to the obstruction carvicd it by the
bugs.

¢ LOQUACITY OF DARBERS.

The Conversation Dodze Nerely Ove of
the Tricks o tae Trade.

“A preat deal has been said about the
talkativenessof barbers.™ suid a veteran
wiclder of razors toa New York Tcole-
gram man, “but if thoss who try tobe
funny on that subject werg Dbettor
posted they would find a reason for it
other than the mere logquacity of the
barber, We discovered long ago that it
was infinitely easior to handle a enstom-
er when we conld get him interested in

eonversation. This is partjenlarly truo |

of a nervous.or fidoety man, who, if the
operation goes on in silence, Lecomes
restless amd growls at the razor, or ob-
jects to the way in which he is being
shaved. The talk talkes his mind away
from his face, so thit be iy often su-

prised to find the work finiched when |

he thought it had searcely bogun,

“You bave probably noticed that a
barber never gets into an armnment
with his enstomer, but that his opinions
veer around like o weather vane to smit
those of the particelar man upon whom
he moy be operating at the time. The
eonversation dodge is merely one of the
tricks of the trade. Cuostomers who
show by their manner that they prefor
to be aloue with their thoughts white
under the razorare nover annoyed more
than once by the talkative barber,

“Of course there are a few younger
members of tho tonsorinl figternity
who use little judgment in talking o
customers, and 0o one is more amused
than their fellow-barbors whon they ot
asct-back from come iruscibde-tompens
vietim of their gablile. The fucctious
young man who used to put small corles
2 his caps or put on a peic of car mudl.

when e eliinbed into the barbor'schair

soews to have boecome extinet.®

A Cold Cave,

A grent onexplored cave was recontly
fourud near Clarion, Pn., which emits o
sort of bilune for, chill as from a power-
ful refriperator. A pail of wolor sos-
peaded at a depth of ten foet was drawn
up after foor hours ond fouad to be
almost a #0133 eake of ise. Az furas
Imown no livinranimal coukd remainin
the opemng fur move Lien o fow min-
alas.

A CITY ON A MOUND.

Tho Strange Location of Acoma
~— in New Mezxico,

A Visit to the HHomes of an Indian Tribe
\who Live at an Altitude of Foar
. Hundred Feet in the
Alr. |

£ s

| The puchlo of Acoma, Sitnated ninety
miles west of Albuquerque, is one of
the most remarkable communities in
the world, says a writer in Pearsoa’s
Weekly. Toreach it you take the At~
laatie & Pacific railway to McCarthy's
station, and then transfer to o pony and
ride eighteen miles, sonth by east
When near your journey's end you de-
seend almost imperceptibly into a val-
ley eix miles in width, in the middle of
which stands a hnge mound, and on the
top of this is Acoma. Ewrht hundred
people are living in this place, and they
and their ancestors have gathered their
possessions there for nearly three cen-
turies,

This mound is one of many that are
| the remains of a range of hills which
| has been worn away by the erosion of
| the ages, and survives only in the Hat-
| topped clevations here and there. The
valleys between are fertile, and untold
generations of men have seen them Gov-
cred with grain and flocks of sheep,
| Some time in the seveateenth century
| the Laguno or Valley Indians made war
| npon the Acomas for the possession of

the country, and the latter, bemy the
! wenker, occupied this mountiin as a
position believed to be impregnable.
The height above the valley is neacly
four hundred feet, and the walls in sev-

eral places nearly perpendicular,. There
J are two means of ascent, one by a tlight
of stepsecut into the face of the wall
and rising at an angle of 42 degrees.
and the other by a fissure in the rocks
Jeading up into the heart of the moun-
tain. Both ways have been trodden by
human feet until the stépsare hollosved
out like shallow tronghs.  Fither one is
exceedingly diflienlt; neither is toler-
ably safe. W choose the one slong the
fissure. With all thedongerand {atigue,
it is a lnnghable sight to sce a porson—
some other—make the aseent.  One has
to stride over the fissare, one foot on the
right-hand side and the other on the
left, and at the same time press the
hands alternately against the roeks for
support. An Indian will throw a live
sheep around his neck and go up guite
rapidly without tonching the rocks
with ecither hand, but I am satisfied I
eonld never do it. They told usof o
pathetic incident that occurred on the
onter stairway some generalions ago.
Several men started up, each witha
sheep on his back. When near the top
the sheep carried by the foremost man
| beeame restless. and the shepherd in
trying to hold it fast lost his footing,
and in falling swept his companions
over the precipice, and they all {ell on
the rocks in o lifeless heap. The In-
dians have carved a representation of
the incident on a rock near where it oc-
| eurred, which secarcely serves to steady
who go by that

’

| the nerves of those
| route. -
The top of the eclevation is level and
contains an arca of sixty or seventy
. acres, At one side stands the pueblo, a
| blunt pyramid of adobe and stone
honeyeombed with rooms, at the other
the church and graveyard, and near the
center a pond of pure water thirty feet
decp and several rods in extent. The
| priest was made nequainted with the
object of our visit, and the ringing of
| the church bell bronght the inhabitants
| of the village round us. As night ap-
| proached a number of the men who had
| been st work in the valley came up,
| bringing delicions peaches and grapes,
I which we were glad to accept. We
slept in the church wrapped up in our
Navajo blankets, and never felt more
secure or happier in onr lives.

When the dawn appeared throngh the
little mica window panes it revealed
great roof beams more than a foot in
| diameter and thirty or forty feet long,
and a bell that was castin 1710. How
| these immense timbers and this bell

were got to the top of this ¢liff no one
' living knows, The Indians shake their
| heads and the priest shakes his, but no
| one ventures an opinion.  The timbers
are there, however, as witnessed. and
morning and night, as the seasons come
and go and generations pass away, the
bell speaks for itself in the silvery tones

R

IT WAS RAINING.

aew Story TWhleh [lastrates the Fmbe-
eility of Some People.

Many of our everyilay cemarks, said
Eli Perkins, when asnalyzed phitlosoph-
ically, are very absurd. but still they
hare n humorous side. The othier morn-
ing, while the rain was pouring down
and everybody’s umbrella was triekling:
over every body else, two old friends met

| ‘at the post office.

“Raining, isn't it?" inquired DMr.
Johnson.

“What say?”’ asked Thompson, who
was hard of hearing.

“I say it's raining.®

“I don’t quite catch whet you say,”
said Thompson, putting his hand to his
€ar.

“I say,"” roared Johnson, with full
foree, “it’s raining—rainy day:™

Thompson’s face colored with sup-
pressed rage as he passed on. Then,
turning suoddenly, he looked at his
friend and shouted:

“Johnson, stepinto thisdoorway a mo-
ment.”

As the two men stood there gestion-
lating wildly. I heard this dinlogue,
only interrupted by rain drops and
gleams of lightning:

“Mr. Johnson,™ said Mr. Thompson,
earnestly, “you have known me for
many years?”

lb"cs..?

“I'm generally rated a pretty shrewd
business man, ain’t 197

“*Yes: you are rated high.”

“Well, you see the rain running off
this umbrelia, don’t you?” -

*0f course,”

**Your own feet are wet?”

‘CYQS-“

“*Now, I don’t eamy this umbrella to
keep the sun off, do I?"

“Why, no.”

“I carry it to keep off the rain, don't
[

“Of eourse™

“Well, then, it rains. You lnow it
rains. Everybody lmows it rains. Peo-
ple are not wliots. Now, what infernal
design have yon got in pnshing aside
my umbrella and saying: *‘Raining, isn't
L7l

“But— DBui—"

“Now, that'sall. You justlet it rain.
She knows her business. Yon just at-
tend to your own affairs and let the
weather alone, If yon don’t know
enough to ltnow when it's raining, doo't
ask me. Good day, sirl”

And then Alr. Thompson shook the
rain off his umbrellys, stepped into his
bank ond commenced cutting off his
COupons,

WITNESSES OF THE PAST.
Many Statues of Douaparte Erected in
Corsicu.

One cannot fafl to be struck by the
fnet that the influence, T might almost
say the presence, of the Bonaparte fam-
ily Is everywhere appurent in the
“ireen Island,” says a writer in the
New York Sun. At Ajaccio on the
marlet place the woman curtsy before
the statue of the first consuol, on an-
other squarg he towers amid his bLroth-
ers in the garb of a Roman emperor.

Behind the eitadel in the eathedral
they show the basin that held the water
for his baptism, and in the old honse
the hard sofa on which he was born,
and the trap door leading to the sub-
terranean passage by which he escaped
to the harbor one night when he dis-
covered that hie was tracked by spies.

Where he himself is not the membors
of hisfamily are. Thelr portraits are
in the museums, their works in the
libraries, Ilis mother is buried in the
Benaparte chapel with the simple epi-
taph;, Mater Regum.  His father stands
ercet at the llotel de Ville in ared,
gold-laced coat.

There nlso are his brothers—Joseph
in a royul maontle, Louis in 2 gray uni-
form, Jerome on a ship, Lucien ab-
stractly dreammg under atree. By a
tragical antithesis the bust of the king
of Rome faces the mask of Nopoleon
dead, and the contrast between these
silent witnesses of a distant past is
painfully accented by the busy. cheer-
ful hum of the bright sdjoining thor-
oughfare.

STRANGE WEDDING PRESENTS.
Anything from a Lizard to an Elephant
Serves in Sumatra.

Among Kubus of Sumatra the tender
passion is most prosaically dealt with.
It would seem that delicate susceptibil-

| ities have but slight chanee of develop-

that pleased itsfounderin far-off Spaia, |

The adobes—or the carth of which they
were made—were brooght up from the
valley also, for the top of the hutte was
a buld rock in the beginning,
earth for the graves came the same
way, requiring forty years, the pricst
, said, to complete the graveyard.

| A Populons Country.
The population of British India, ac-
cording to the census that was taken in
February last, now runs up to 220,.-
500,000, or an inerease within ten vears
of 26,000,000, There is an additional
population of 03,000,000 in those East
Indian states that are under feudatory
rule subject to Dritish influence, with
Tiritish protection. The peasants in
some of the congested districts are
secking new homes in regions where
the population is less dense than it is
in the provinces of Bengal and Oudt.
Mr. Gihson says that in the single
proviace of Bengal, which has an area
only one-twenty-third as large as that
of the United States, the population is

And the |

D.030.0080 more than that of the Amer- |

ican republie, thomzh Dengal is dlmost
wholly agricultural and has scarcely
any large manufacturing centers, In
that provinee there are 715 persons to
every square mile of cultivatable land.

The Tesult of Indecision,

“He that will not when he maz.™ is
likely to repent hisindecision for many
along day afterwards, A lady who had
spent a weary hour in “beating down”
a salesman at a Tarkish shop in Paris,
retwrned the next day prepared to
purchase. “I believe you said twenty
franes,” she began taking out her purse.
“Ninety, madam!™ answered the smil-
ingy Turl, “But yon came downto
twenty!”  “Ah, that was yesterday,
madam. Everythinz goes np again in
the mightl” ——— -

ment among so untidy, so thriftless a
people.  Their lives are seldom marked
by progress; they scem content to go on
their ways cxactly as their forefatiicrs
and foremothers have traveled.

Very simple indeed is the marriage
eccremony. A Kubu youth, having set-
tled in hisown mind his choice inter-
views the parents of the moiden, men-
tioning what he can ofier in return, If
late bargains with the itinerant vender
have becn gratifying, he moy have in
hand a kuife, a spear, or some strips
of gay cloth—possibly money, if he has
acted as guide or burden-bearer to
travelers. There may also be dammar
and beeswax, rare fruits and foverite
animals for food (a dainty snake or
nimble lizard), all most acceptable in
the eyes of the father and house-math-
er. Should this queer endowment fund
be satisfactorily large. neighbors are
called together, who are seated swith
due formality undera tree. The father
of the maiden then pnblicly announsecs
his eonsent to the betrothall shows the
presents received from the young man,
and expresses his pleasure.

The Grave of dMiles Stand sh,

The place where Capt. Miles Standish.
the warrior chieftoin of the eurly sot-
tlers at I'lymonth, Mass., was buried is
believed to have beon established De-
vond doubt. According to tradition, he
was laid at rest in an old burial ground,
between the bodies of his dunghiter
Lora and his daughter-in-law Mary Stan-
lish, the grave being marked by two
trianngular pyramidal stones. A greve
answering thic deseription was reeently
opened a2t Duxbury, Mass,, by the locnl
rural soeciety and fornd to ¢ontain the
bones of an old and powerfully built
man. In graves at ecither side wore the
bones of two young women, and further

«wons, who died in beyhood

S ——— e

Fx~  COLONIAL TITLES.

Only the Minlsters and a Few Othern
Called Mister. l

The founders of Boston were {hor
oughly English in their social tradi|
tions, says the Youth's Companion
They believed in distinetions of rank.
Oniy a few persons of unuestioned
eminence, ineluding ministers and thei
wires, received the title of mister and
mistress. The hirher magistrates als.
took the title, but deputics to the gen-
eral cowrt were not honored with it
They, along with the great body of citl
zens, were dubbed goodinen and their
wives goodwife.

I a mister lost his reputation—in|
those days that followed Lnmediately
upon kLis loss of character—he was de-
graded to the renk of goodman. Gili-
cers of the ¢burch and of the militia re-
ceived the titles of their rank or office
Servanls were not honored by any pre-
fix to their names. They were plain
John or James,

The distinctions of rank swere also
preserved by differences in the style
and material of dress. But a demo-
cratic leaven and a desire for tine
clothes were both at work. They soon
tolid upon the manners of the settlers.

Within fifteen years of the scttlement
of the town men in hmmble station be-
gan to dress as their betters. Doobtless
they felt as Pat did, who gave it as his
opinion that “every man was as good
as any other man, and a great deal bet-
ter.”

The statute books show that ibe
magistrates were sorely troubled, both
to preserve the traditional distinction
in dress and to keep the fashicn within
the bounds of decorum.

A man not worth two hundred pounds
was forbidden to wear gold or silver lace
or buttons or poinits at the knees.
Women whose property did not reach
two hondred pounds in valne were
ordered not to wear silk, or tiffany
hoods, or scarfs, or any apparel with
any lace on it, gold, silver or thread.

The gencral court was plain spoken
in giving its reasons for enacling this
law. It records “its utier detestation
and dislike that men * #* # of mean
condition should fake upon them the
garb of gentlemen.™

The court’s “‘detestation and dislike”
also extends to ‘women of the same
rank,"” who wear the garments “allow-
able to persons of greater estates or
more liberal education.” Such practices
“in persons of such condition,” the court
judges “intolerable.”

One cannot help but ask what would
the general e¢ourt have done with the
servants of these days, who not only
imilate their mistresses’ dresses, but
somelimes wear them.

Iut though “intolerable,” the court
had to endure not only the leveling
spirit, but the desire for display. They
passed Inws against “slashed clothes,”
which showed the line underneath, and
agninst short sleeves, whereby the
nakedness of the arm may be discovered.

Dut the democratic spirit, aided by the
women's fendness for dress, was too
strong for the legislators to master it.

They reluetantly acknowledged that
the colony had outgrown its minority
and was not to be retamed in leading
strings by abolishing these saomptuary
laws. The fops and eoquettes thence-
forth were allowed to dress as their
want of taste should dietate.

WILD HOGS ON THE COLORADO.

Terocious Creatures That Inhabit the

Region Soath of Yumn,
Roaming over the lands of the Lerdo
colony, seventy miles south of Yuma,
are droves of wild hogs, variously esti-

mated at from one thousand to three |

thousand in mumber. They are de-
scendants of tame hogs placed on the
ranch when Thomas I. Dlythe was
part owner, about thirteen years ago,
After Blythe's decease and subsequent
reversion of his interest to Gen. An-
drade, the hogs were turned loose and
allowed to go at will over the rich bot-
tom lands of the Colorado river. A
few generations transformed them into
savage beasts, who would attack and
eat a man if they had the opportunity.
They subsist chijeily on the wild potato,
a tuber which grows the size of a
walout and in great profusion. The
present owner of Lerdo, Gen. Andrade,
conceived the idea of having the hogs
caught and the meat cured for the use
of the colonists.

(perations were begun about a year
ago, says the Chicago Post, and, though
not conducted on a large seale, have
proven suecessful,  The hogs are

CATTLE ERANDS.

CATTLE BRANDS.

caught in a circular eorral about thirty
feet in diameter, having a trap door. |
Plenty of bait in the shape of corn and
potatoes is scattered about the entranee
and also buried in the canal. A band
of hogs are attracted by the bait, |
enter the corral, commence rooting for
the buoried corn and potatpes, and when
the right spot is struck by them the
trap door falls and they are prisoners.
The hogs are fed awhile before slaugh- |
tering. Their meat is of fine quality
and the lard sweet and delicious.

Early Use of Bells,

The use of bells in places devoted te
religions purposes 1is very ancient, dat- |
ing many ecnturies before the Christian
era. In China, long before the time of

| Christ, bells were hung at the temple |
! gate and the worshiper on entering

rung them to attract the attention of
the deity he was about to honor, Bells
were common in India at the time of
Pliny. and it is believed that they came
into Europe in the first or second cen-
tury. They were first used on Chris.
tian churches A. D. 400, in Nola, Ttaly, |
not so much to give notice of the time
of worship as from an idea that their
musie drove away evil spirits and pro-
tected the people of the parish from |
thunder and lightaing, : )

English Juastlce. |

The well-known freaks of English |
justice arc illustrated by the cage of a

man at Arundel, charged with having |

| injured some turnip tops. The foreman

| of the prosecutor testified that some | &

turnip tops found in the pocket of the |

| prisoner fitted the turnips in his mas- |

5 i ter’s field, and on this eviden
ilong in the row were the graves of two | 2 ¢ lhe ae- |

shildren, supposed to be Miles Standish's | seven dollars and fifty cents, or %o to !

| prison for fourteen days,
———

xused was sentenced to pay a fine of
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